Please Contact the Parish Office for Information on any of the Following:
Sacrament of the Sick
• Available at this time only in danger of
death.
Marriages
• Schedule an appointment to discuss your
forthcoming marriage
• No wedding dates can be scheduled until
after a meeting with the Pastor
• An approved pre-marriage course is

Baptism
• Parents participate in a Baptism
Preparation Class
First Reconciliation—postponed
First Communion—postponed
Confirmation—postponed

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults - RCIA
• To learn more about the Catholic Faith or
to become a Catholic. Begins each fall.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NO MORNING MASS: 11 & 13 AUGUST

SKARO PILGRIMAGE

SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
NEEDS YOUR HELP

Due to restrictions on public gatherings as a
result of the COVID 19 pandemic, the Skaro
Pilgrimage is cancelled

SSVP continues to collect food for families
in need. Donations can be delivered to the
parish office.
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
We are in the process of planning our
rescheduled First Communion and
Confirmation Masses. You will be contacted
once arrangements have been finalized.

See Archbishop Smith’s video
CHALICE DONATIONS
We continue to collect donations for Chalice to
support those we have sponsored.

WEARING OF FACE MASKS
Beginning 1 August 2020, the City of Edmonton has mandated the wearing of facemasks in
public areas, including churches. We are required to wear a mask throughout the Mass, except
when consuming Holy Communion.
Personal exemptions are allowed in the following cases:
• persons under the age of 2;
• persons who are unable to place, use, or remove a face covering without assistance;
• persons unable to wear a face covering due to a mental or physical concern or limitation, or
protected ground under the Alberta Human Rights Act.

Twinned Parishes of
Assumption and Resurrection
Archdiocese of Edmonton
Pastor: Fr. Philip Creurer
Parish Office
10555 50A Street
Edmonton AB T6A 2C8
 (780) 468 4071  (780) 468 4081
ar.edm@caedm.ca www.arparish.ca
Office Hours: Tues. to Fri. 10:00 am until 2 pm
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED MONDAYS
DURING AUGUST
PLEASE REGISTER
FOR WEEKEND MASSES—SEE BELOW

Bulletin for
August 2020
Regular Mass Times
Saturday
4:00 p.m.
Resurrection
5:30 p.m.
Assumption
Sunday
9:30 a.m.
Assumption
11:00 a.m.
Resurrection
12:30 p.m. Assumption - Latin Mass
Tuesday:
9:00 a.m. Assumption
Wednesday:
9:00 a.m. Assumption
Thursday:
9:00 a.m. Resurrection
Friday:
9:00 a.m. Resurrection
Note: 11 & 13 August—no morning Masses

Church Locations
Assumption Church is located at
9034 - 95 Avenue, Edmonton
Resurrection Church is located at
10555 - 50A Street, Edmonton
Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession - by appointment only at this time
Rosary before Masses—at this time there is no Rosary
Adoration each Friday: at this time there is no Adoration
Parish Staff
Business Manager/Pastoral Assistant:
Trish Underwood
Accountant: Janette Kondra

Parish Contacts
Parish Council:
Rob Taylor
Liturgy:
Contact the office
Knights of Columbus: Dennis
CWL:
Lorrie
St. Vincent de Paul: Hildegarde

780-464-5621
780-468-4071
780-469-9005
780-468-4071
780-468-4071

PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE TO ATTEND WEEKEND MASSES
At this time registration is by telephone (and office walk-in) only. No voicemail or email messages will be accepted. Please call during office hours—only Wed. Thurs. or Fri. 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Please allow everyone a chance to attend, so please consider only registering only every few
weeks.
REGISTRATION FOR WEEKDAY MASSES
First come / First served basis at this time.
THE CHURCH WILL BE OPENED ONLY 15 MINUTES BEFORE EACH MASS

St. Francis de Sales and “virtuous speech”
“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will render an account for every careless word they speak.
By your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”
Mt 12: 36-37
How might we encourage more respect in our
personal and in private discourse? St. Francis de
Sales had some practical advice. Msgr. Peter J.
Vaghi summarizes the saint’s counsel, and it is
timely advice in the charged times in which we live.
In times like these, the “virtuous speech”
counseled by St. Francis de Sales in his
Introduction to the Devout Life is downright
countercultural (Part III, 26-30). His writings on
cultivating this unfashionable virtue are a good
place to start if we as Catholics wish to help restore
a degree of civility to our public life.
Weigh Your Words
The saint encourages modesty in speech and
respect for each other in our speech. He writes: “Be
careful never to let an indecent word leave your
lips, for even if you do not speak with an evil
intention those who hear it may take it in a different
way.” Weigh your words and the thoughts that
ultimately produce those words. This is truly good
advice for each of us. “The more pointed a dart is,
the more easily it enters the body, and in like
manner the sharper an obscene word is, the
deeper it penetrates into the heart.”

offenses against God for they usurp the office of
the Lord.
“Many men,” he writes, “make a habit of rash
judgment merely because they like to play the
philosopher and probe into men’s moods and
morals as a way of showing their own keen
intelligence.” Others, he writes, “judge out of
passion. They always think well of things they love
and ill of those they dislike.” For de Sales, “the sin
of rash judgment is truly spiritual jaundice and
causes all things to appear evil to the eyes of those
infected with it.”
“Those who look carefully into their consciences
are not very likely to pass rash judgments.”
De Sales provides a remedy for this infection:
“Whoever wants to be cured must apply remedies
not to his eyes or intellect but to his affections,
which are feet in relation to his soul. If your
reflections are kind, your judgments will also be
kind. If your affections are charitable, your
judgments will be the same.”
A degree of self-awareness is useful in this
regard: “Those who look carefully into their
consciences are not very likely to pass rash
judgments. Just as bees in misty or cloudy weather
stay in their hives to prepare honey, so also the
thoughts of good men do not go out in search of
things concealed among the cloudy actions of our
neighbor. To avoid meeting them they retire into
their own hearts and make good resolutions for
their own amendment.”

De Sales teaches that nothing is so opposed to
charity as to despise and condemn one’s neighbor.
“Derision and mockery are always accompanied by
scoffing, and it is therefore a very great sin.” He
does encourage, however, good-humored and
joking words—pleasant conversation, if you will:
“By their means we take friendly, virtuous Slander
enjoyment in the amusing situations human
Francis de Sales refers to slander as “the true
imperfections provide us.”
plague of society.” He says further that “the man
Rash Judgments
who could free the world of slander would free it of
Francis de Sales is particularly hard on “rash a large share of its sins and iniquity.” Slander robs
judgments” of others. He states that judgments are a person of his good name, and it requires
reparation.

The saint also underscores that “a single act is not
enough to justify the name or vice.” For him, to
deserve the name of a specific vice or a virtue, it
must be “habitual.” It is, therefore, slanderous “to
say that so and so is bad-tempered or a thief simply
because we once saw him in a fit of anger or guilty
of theft.”
“Since God’s goodness is so immense that a
single moment suffices for us to ask for and receive
his grace, what certainty can we have that a man
who yesterday was a sinner is such today?” de
Sales asks.
Another tip from de Sales: “To avoid the vice of
slander we must not favor, flatter, or cherish vice.
We must freely and frankly speak evil of evil and
condemn things that need condemnation.” There is
an important caveat, however. We must be
especially careful when condemning a vice to spare
as far as possible the person in whom it is found.

Pope Francis echoes this advice in his encyclical,
“Gaudete et Exsultate.” On the subject of prayer, he
writes, “Only if we are prepared to listen, do we have
the freedom to set aside our own partial or
insufficient ideas, our usual habits and ways of
seeing things.” The pope adds: “For each disciple, it
is essential to spend time with the Master, to listen
to his words, and to learn from him always. Unless
we listen, all our words will be nothing but useless
chatter.” Virtuous speech comes from prayer, and
listening to the voice of God in prayer requires
solitude.
God of Truth

St. Francis de Sales gives us some final advice on
“virtuous speech.” He writes that our language
should always be restrained, frank, sincere, candid,
unaffected and honest. It is never permissible to
speak against the truth. For our God is the “God of
truth.” The Holy Spirit does not dwell in a deceitful
To conclude this section on slander, de Sales and tricky soul. Instead, fidelity, simplicity and
suggests that “when you hear anyone spoken ill of, sincerity of speech are a great ornament of the
make the accusation doubtful if you can do so justly. Christian life.
If that cannot be done, express sympathy for him,
De Sales writes, moreover, that “nothing is ever
change the subject of conversation, remembering gained by harshness. To speak little…does not
yourself and causing the rest to recall that those who consist in uttering only a few words but in uttering
do not fall into sin owe it all to God’s grace. Recall none that are useless. With regard to speech, we
the slanderer to himself in a mild way and tell of must not look to the quantity but rather to the quality
some good deed of the offended party if you know of of our words.” Such is the perduring quality, then, of
any.”
virtuous speech. It is the kind of speech that each of
us seeks daily, or should seek daily, to develop in
Solitude
our verbal lexicons in life. For de Sales, such virtue
St. Francis de Sales tells us what virtuous speech
is an integral part of the devout life, the life whose
is and what it is not. But how does one cultivate this
benchmark is always to live Jesus.
virtue? Here, de Sales counsels solitude. He speaks
Following the path of the devout life gives us
of solitude, in effect, the lack of speech, as going to
genuine
joy and hope as we look forward to eternal
an out of the way place as Jesus did. He writes that
life
with
God.
It gives us that present assurance that
besides “mental solitude,” each of us “must also love
Jesus,
Son
of
the living God, is walking with us
real, physical solitude.”
individually and is a living presence in his church. He
Citing saints of the past who went into the desert
never abandons us as we seek to live lives of virtue
for prayer and fasting, de Sales writes that we
both in our solitude and in our speech.
should remain for some time alone with ourselves in
Msgr. Peter J. Vaghi
our room or garden. “There you will have leisure to
“St. Francis de Sales’s solution for our toxic public
withdraw your spirit into your heart and refresh your
discourse” in America Magazine, 19 Feb. 2019
soul with pious meditations, holy thoughts, or a little
spiritual reading.”

https://www.americamagazine.org/voices/peter-j-vaghi

